
SOCIAL HOST ORDINANCE 

A social host ordinance 

does not make it against 

the law to furnish alcohol 

to individuals under the 

age of 21, that is already 

illegal.  The ordinance 

makes it unlawful to  

provide an environment 

where underage drinking 

takes place. 

What exactly is it? 

Before adopting a social host ordinance, it is essential that each policy maker, 
police chief, city attorney and other community leaders, clearly understand 
what a social host ordinance is—and of equal if not greater importance—

understand what it is not.  

 

A social host ordinance makes it unlawful to provide an environ-

ment where underage drinking takes place, regardless of who pro-

vided the  alcohol. It addresses how a typical person ought to be-

have when there is potential harm to those under the legal age to 

drink. As a misdemeanor, any host found criminally responsible 

for violating a social host ordinance will face a penalty of up to 30 

days in jail and/or up to $1,000 in fines.  

 

{Social Host}: Refers to adults who host parties where alcohol is served 

on property they control. Through social host liability laws, adults can be held 

responsible for these parties if underage people are served, regardless of who 

furnishes the alcohol. Teen parties are a primary setting for underage drinking 

for high school and college students and high consumption of alcohol and 

binge drinking.  

Social Host Ordinance: is it worth it?  

ND Dram Shop Liability Law §5-01-06.1 : 

 In North Dakota, while hosting a party, there is potential liability for 
providing alcohol to folks who are under 21, incompetent, and/or 
“obviously” intoxicated, should that person later injure or kill some-
one. This is referred to as “dram shop liability” under the law. When 
most people hear that term, they may think it is only liability that ap-
plies to bars, restaurants, or other entertainment venues, but in 
North Dakota, there is also liability that can attach to a “social 
host.”   It allows anyone who is injured by an obviously intoxicated 
person to pursue damages against any person who “knowingly dis-
poses, sells, barters, or gives away alcoholic beverages to an indi-
vidual under twenty-one years of age or to an incompetent or an 
obviously intoxicated individual.” In addition, if death ensues, that 
claim is allowed to be brought by the survivors of the person(s) who 
died.  

Who is doing it? 

 In Minnesota, 106 cities 
and 23 counties have 
adopted a social host 
ordinance. (MADD, 2017) 

 South Dakota has a 
state law in place       
regarding social hosting. 

 Grand Forks is the  
only city in North Dakota 
with a social host related 
ordinance. 

The SOCIAL HOST LIABILITY LAW  is an evidence-based practice that has been 

proven to reduce underage drinking rates in many communities.  This policy is a 

strategy for the Partnership for Success grant. 



Social Host Ordinance: Common Questions 

Grand Forks, ND 

Q: What does the social host ordinance prohibit? 
A: The social host ordinance prohibits any person from hosting an event or gathering where (1) alcohol or alcohol beverag-

es are present and (2) the person hosting the event knows reasonably should know that a person under the age of 21 will 

attend and consume or possess alcohol or alcoholic beverages. The person hosting the event or gathering must undertake 

reasonable steps to prevent any persons under the age of 21 from possessing or consuming alcoholic beverages at the 

event or gathering. 

Essentially, the Ordinance makes it unlawful to provide an environment or venue where underage drinking takes place when 

the host knows or reasonably should have known that such activity is occurring or will occur. The Ordinance is designed to 

hold individuals responsible for underage drinking that occur at an event, party, or gathering on property that they own, lease 

or otherwise control.  A social host may be subject to prosecution under the Ordinance regardless of whether the host actu-

ally provided the alcohol to minors. 

Q: What steps can I take if I am hosting an event or gathering? 

A: Ensure that minors do not have access to alcohol or possess or consume alcohol or consume alcohol or alcoholic bever-

ages at an event or gathering.  Examples of reasonable steps include: among other options, controlling access to the alco-

holic beverages; controlling the quantity of alcoholic beverages present; controlling the persons attending the event or gath-

ering; verifying the age of the person attending the gathering by inspecting driver’s license or government issued identifica-

tion cards; supervising the activities of persons under the age of 21; contacting law enforcement if necessary. 

Q: Do I have to be present at the party to be charged with violating the social host ordinance? 

A: No. 

Q: Can a parent be charged with violating the social host ordinance if the parent allows their child and/or their 

child’s friends to consume alcohol in their home? 

A: Yes. 

Q: Are there exceptions for graduation parties, proms or other events or celebrations? 

A: No. 

Q: How is the social host ordinance differ from the loud party ordinance? 

A: The loud party ordinance is enforceable based upon the noise generated by the party of occurrence regardless of wheth-

er alcohol is present and regardless of the age of the participants.  The social host ordinance is limited in application to 

events or gatherings at which persons under the age of 21 are consuming or possessing alcohol, regardless of the noise 

generated by the activities at the event or gathering. 

What it isn’t: 

 A violation of the social host 
ordinance will not result in 
the property owner losing 
his/her property.  

 Does not include landlords 
and property owners while 
they are away from the prop-
erty, provided they were un-
aware that illegal alcohol 
consumption was going to 
occur on their property.  

What a Social Host Ordinance is: 

 Is about keeping our youth safe and healthy and encouraging 
them to make decisions that will contribute to their future suc-
cess. The focus is not about penalizing or “catching” people, nor 
adding unnecessary laws that add to the work load of law en-
forcement and the courts.  

 Is different from laws that prohibit adults from providing alcohol 
to minors.  

 Makes it unlawful to provide an environment or venue where 
underage drinking takes place.  

 Can be successful in reducing the number of underage drinking 
parties.  

 Includes a tenant of a rented apartment, townhome, home or 
other dwelling, when they provide an environment where under-
age drinking takes place. 


